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ciples and spirit of our holy religion, his last hours were 
soothed and cheered by its consolations and hopes. 

I beg leave, in conclusion, Mr. President, to submit the fol- 
lowing Resolutions to the consideration of the Society : — 

Resolved, That the members of the Massachusetts Historical So- 
ciety are deeply sensible, that in the death of their late respected 
associate, the Honorable Daniel Dewey Barnard of Albany, they are 
called to lament the loss of a distinguished statesman and jurist, an 
accomplished scholar, and an enlightened patriot, whose unblemished 
life was steadily and earnestly devoted to the public service in posts 
of high trust at home and abroad, and to the performance of all the 
private duties of a good citizen ; and that they are desirous of placing 
upon their records this cordial and well-deserved tribute to his me- 
mory. 

Resolved, That the Corresponding Secretary of the Society be 
requested to communicate to the family of Mr. Barnard a certified 
copy of these Resolutions, with the assurance of the respectful sympa- 
thy of the Society in their bereavement. 

These Resolutions were unanimously adopted. 



JULY MEETING. 

A stated monthly meeting was held this day, Thurs- 
day, July 11, at noon; the President, Hon. Robert C. 
WiNTHROP, in the chair. 

In the absence of the Librarian, the Recording 
Secretary announced donations from the Essex Insti- 
tute ; the Hingham Agricultural Society ; the Mercan- 
tile-Library Association of New York ; Rev. Edward 
A. Bulkley ; J. Smith Homans, Esq. ; B. P. Johnson, 
Esq. ; James Lenox, Esq. ; Rev. Elias Nason ; Rev. 
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Edwards A. Park, D.D. ; Usher Parsons, M.D. ; and 
from Messrs. Bartlet, Metcalf, Quint, Robbins (C), 
Webb, and Winthrop, of the Society. 

A small engraving of Amerigo Vespucci, from the 
original portrait, was presented to the cabinet as a gift 
from Mr. Edward Holden ; for which the thanks of the 
Society were voted to the donor. 

A communication was received from William C. Wise, 
Esq., Committee on Books of the City Library of Lowell, 
expressing the wish of the directors of that institution 
to obtain the Catalogue of the Library of this Society, 
either by exchange or purchase. Referred to the Stand- 
ing Committee. 

Benson J. Lossing, Esq., was elected a Corresponding 
Member. 

Mr. Webb communicated the following remarks : — 

At one of the meetings of the Massachusetts Cincinnati, 
the presiding officer, in the course of some remarks relative 
to the War of Independence, observed that the officers of 
that period may well be denominated " the unpaid." 

The venerable clergyman who officiated on the occasion 
added, they might as aptly be designated "the unfed." 

Most of us have unquestionably seen or heard ample testi- 
mony to prove that both officers and men may, with no less 
propriety and truthfulness, be characterized as tlie unclad. 

Among some manuscript documents which I had the privi- 
lege of examining a year or two since, I found an original 
(and, as far as I could ascertain, an unpublished) letter, in 
which the destitute condition of the troops, and the sad con- 
sequences resulting therefrom, are set forth in such peculiarly 
expressive and emphatic language, that, thinking it might not 
be altogether uninteresting to the Society, I present the fol- 
lowing transcript of it ; viz. : — 
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Camp No. 2, Aug. 27, 1777. 

Gentlemen, — Pure necessity urges me to trouble you this once 
more in behalf of the troops under my command. 

You will easily recollect that I have repeated ipy solicitations 
before you, on the subject of their clothing, as far as was decent. I 
did indeed expect, when I came from home, to iind my men poorly 
habited ; nor was I disappointed. Their dress even exceeded for 
badness what I had imagined to myself. Not one-half of them can 
now be termed fit for duty, on any emergency. 

Of those who of them went with me on a late expedition near to 
King's Bridge, many were barefoot ; in consequence of which, it is 
probable they won't be fit for duty again for many weeks. Five of 
them there deserted to the enemy, which I have reason to believe 
was principally owing to the non-fulfilment of engagements on the 
part of the State ; and what may be expected better than this, that 
more will follow their example, while they daily experience that public 
faith is not to be depended on ? 

In fine, the regiment is scandalous in its appearance, in the view 
of every one ; and has, because of this, incurred from surrounding 
regiments, and from the inhabitants of towns through which they 
have lately passed, the disagreeable and provoking epithets of the 
ragged, lousy, naked regiment. Such treatment, gentlemen, is 
discouraging, dispiriting in its tendency. It does efiectually unman 
the men, and renders them almost useless in the army. 

I am sorry to have occasion to continue my complaints in their 
behalf; but as I look upon it a matter, not of impertinence, but of 
importance, I cannot refrain, in justice to them. I pray, gentlemen, 
you would as speedily as possible inform me of the result of your 
deliberations on the matter, and let me know whether they are likely 
very soon to have relief. 

If this is not the case, I shall look upon myself in honor bound to 
make my application somewhere else. 

I am, gentlemen, with all due respect. 

Your honors' humble servant, 

Israel Angell, Colonel. 

His Honor the Governor in Council, State of Rhode Island. 

Arnold, in his admirable " History of Rhode Island," allud- 
ing to the deplorable condition and sad appearance of these 
troops, then in the Continental service, observes : — 
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" This was a strong contrast to the Rhode-Island army of obser- 
vation, near Bostoni two years before, which was represented as the 
only perfectly appointed force in that motley field." * 

He adds, giving another instance of the extreme destitution 
prevailing at the time to which we refer : — 

"A mutiny broke out in Colonel Greene's battalion [then at Fort 
Montgomery], of whom General Vamum, who was called on to 
suppress it, writes : ' The naked situation of the troops, when ob- 
served parading for duty, is sufficient to extort the tears of compas- 
sion from every human being. There are not two in five who have a 
shoe, stocking, or so much as breeches, to render them decent.' " — 
Arnold, ii. 405, 406. 

To the honor of Colonel Angell and his command, it should 
never be forgotten, that their lamentably pitiable condition 
did not chill their military ardor, nor destroy their efficiency, 
as was evinced by the good service rendered at Brandywine 
in less than a month after the date of the letter I have read, 
and their glorious conduct in the " brilliant action " at Red 
Bank in less than another month. 

Nor was this the last heard of them ; for, in 1780, it 
devolved on them, in a small but bloody action fought at 
Springfield, N. J., to defend the pass of a narrow bridge 
against fearful odds. Though but one hundred and seventy 
strong, they for forty minutes held in check fifteen hundred 
of the enemy, sustaining the whole shock of this overwhelm- 



* Rev. William Emerson, a chaplain in the army (in a letter; for which see Sparks'a 
" Washington," iii. 491, 492), describing the appearance of the camp at Cambridge, a 
few days after the arrival of the Commander-in-chief, says : "It is very diverting to 
walk among the camps. They are as different in their form as the owners are in their 
dress ; and every tent is a portraiture of the temper and taste of the persons who 
encamp in it. Some are made of boards, and some of sailcloth ; some partly of one, and 
partly of the other. Again : others are made of stone and turf, brick or brush. Some 
are thrown up in a hurry ; others curiously wrought with doors and windows, done 
with wreaths and withes in the manner of a basket. Some are your proper tents and 
marquees, looking like the regular camp of the enemy: in these are the Rhode- 
Islanders, who are furnished with tent-equipage, and every thing in the most exact 
English style." 
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ing force, until superior numbers overcame obstinate bravery, 
and compelled our troops to retire. For their noble bearing 
and undaunted courage, they were highly complimented by 
Washington, who remarked, " The gallant behavior of Colo- 
nel Angell's [regiment] on the 23d inst. [June], at Spring- 
field, reflects the highest honor upon the officers and men. 
They disputed an important pass with so obstinate a bravery, 
that they lost upwards of forty, in killed, wounded, and miss- 
ing [nearly one-fourth of their number], before they gave up 
their ground to a vast superiority of force." — Arnold, ii. 
459. 

I trust it will not be deemed out of place in this connec- 
tion, and in conclusion, to say, that the spirit which animated 
the Rhode-Islanders of those times has not yet died out. The 
alacrity and promptitude with which the country's call was 
recently answered evinces that the present actors are no 
" degenerate sons of noble sires ; " and, though the present 
Chief Magistrate's desire to arm and equip them may have 
been no greater than that of his Revolutionary predecessor, 
the princely means at his disposal enabled him to do this in 
the most efficient and perfect manner. 

A Massachusetts writer now at Washington, in alluding to 
these troops, says (under date of April 26) : " ' Three cheers 
for Rhode Island ! ' rang along the Avenue to-day, as the 
quota of that gallant State marched proudly along, the first 
battalion escorting the second, which had just been landed. 
Cheers were also given for the Continental color, carried by 
the second battalion ; and for the ladies who marched bravelj' 
with the file-closers of two companies, evidently determined 
to rival Florence Nightingale. A baggage-train brought up 
the rear ; and Rhode Island has the honor of bringing the only 
completely uniformed, armed, equipped, and provisioned quota 
hereP 

Another correspondent writes : " Rhode Island's praises 
are everywhere heard. The noble battalions were highly 
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complimented as they moved past with firm step, well offi- 
cered, and supplied with every requisite for a successful 
campaign." 

A third, under date of June 13, observes : " This is the 
finest and best provided body of men in the field. When the 
officer by whom they were sworn in made inquiry of Gover- 
nor Sprague, ' What requisitions have you to make for their 
comfort and support ? ' he answered, ' We ask nothing from 
the Government.' " 

After an animated conversation regarding the desira- 
bleness of preserving a record of the great Rebellion 
which is now in progress in the United States, it was 
voted. That a Committee be appointed to collect and 
preserve for the archives of the Society such materials 
for a future history of the Rebellion as they may deem 
to be authentic and most valuable. 

The President nominated as members of the Commit- 
tee, Messrs. R. Frothingham, Webb, and Palmer. 



AUGUST MEETING. 

A stated monthly meeting of the Society was held 
this day, Thursday, Aug. 8, at noon ; the President, 
Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, in the chair. 

The Librarian announced donations from the Astor 
Library, New York ; the Bunker-Hill-Monument Asso- 
ciation ; the Congregational Board of Publication ; 
Yale College ; Rev. Alexander Blaikie ; F. A. Brock, 
Esq. ; B. P. Johnson, Esq. ; and from Messrs. Bigelow, 
Livermore, and Winthrop, of the Society. 



